
 
Five Character Qualities that Can Be Learned Through Shooting: 

Getting involved in shooting sports, on a local level, has been a good thing for our family.  In a 
previous article, I showed how shooting provided a fun and challenging venue where all 
members of the family could obtain the necessary knowledge, skills, and attitude needed to 
safely handle and operate firearms.  I also indicated how it provided a great activity, which we 
could enjoy together, thus aiding us in creating lasting familial bonds. (Insert old adage: "the 
family that plays together, stays together") 

Knowledge about shooting means to inform or enlighten the understanding, to instill into the 
mind the fundamental principles of safety and marksmanship.  However, raw facts and details 
are not enough.  The shooter must be trained to develop skills by which those basic principles are 
demonstrated through consistent application.  So, what kind of qualities might we develop 
through a shooting program? 

 

 

 

 



Self Control 

Once the knowledge of shooting is obtained, the orderly, disciplined application of the steps in 
the process of shooting is where self-control is trained in.  Always keeping the muzzle of our 
firearm pointed in a safe direction, always keeping our finger off the trigger till we are ready to 
shoot, and always keeping our gun unloaded until ready for use are three fundamentals that if 
followed, will ALWAYS prevent the unwanted consequence of bullets going where we do not 
intend.  Self-control is the inner strength to adhere to these proven rules, and others, without 
compromise. 

Orderliness  

Orderliness is preparing myself and my surroundings so that I will achieve the greatest 
efficiency.  It is mental preparation, thoughtful checklists of everything that might be needed. It  
includes planning our time, equipment, and our actions.  It should include visualizing  every 
aspect of the shooting trip: acquiring, packing and loading all needed equipment and supplies; 
allowing proper time for travel, set up, shooting, clean up, etc.; determining what the goal of the 
shooting event is to be and how it will be implemented and accomplished. 

Thoroughness 

Thoroughness is considering every factor that might diminish the effectiveness of my task. 
Closely connected to orderliness, it is giving meticulous attention to every aspect of each step in 
preparing, planning and performing your given task.   Thoroughness also includes a review of all 
that transpired, looking for strengths and weaknesses in your process, planning and performance, 
and noting corrective actions that should be taken. 

Determination  

Determination is the "little engine that could."  The old story describes a little train engine 
hauling a load up a long, steep grade. His words in the story? "I think I can, I think I can, I think 
I can...” He was determined to accomplish his goal, regardless of the difficulty that lay in his 
path.  The USMC motto of "Improvise, Adapt, Overcome" says much about refusing to yield to 
adverse circumstances.  Marine Corps can-do attitude is legendary, and worthy of imitation. 

 

 

 

 

 



Endurance 

The inward strength to withstand stress to accomplish your best.  No matter if it is physical, 
mental or emotional, we must deal with and overcome stress.  Our first quality, self-control is 
right back in the mix on endurance.  It helps you by calmly metering out that inward reservoir of 
strength to assess the incoming stresses, and deal with them according to your best judgment.  
Determination provides the drive to continue, while endurance provides the energy. 

In conclusion, these qualities can be learned through the application of any activity that requires 
a disciplined approach.  I learned them first by studying the Bible, and seeing the example of 
good men overcoming the circumstances and dilemmas of life in which they found themselves.  
However, these qualities can be learned through military, sports, academic endeavors, and other 
venues as well.  It's the "set of the sail, not the direction of the wind" that determines your 
destination. 

Written by Jeff Maynard 

	  


